Knowledge, behaviors, and attitudes of HIV-infected men about syphilis.
To explore knowledge on syphilis, sexual behaviors, and attitudes in men living with HIV in southwestern France. In the ANRS CO3 Aquitaine Cohort of people living with HIV (PLHIV), a self-administered questionnaire was proposed to all male PLHIV attending one of the seven participating clinics between September 22 and October 24, 2014. The 15 questions explored patient knowledge about syphilis disease, attitudes, and behaviors during sexual intercourse. Among 302 patients surveyed, 101 reported at least one episode of syphilis. A history of syphilis was associated with awareness that syphilis was on the rise in men who have sex with men (MSM) in the Aquitaine region (46% vs. 22%, P<0.0001). Knowledge that syphilis could be transmitted by oral sex was low in both patients with (37%) and without (20%) a history of syphilis (P=0.0045). Patients with a history of syphilis more often used recreational drugs (RR 1.6; P=0.0028). Among 160 patients who had sexual intercourse with a man in the past 12 months, 23% reported using condoms for oral intercourse and 80% reported using condoms for anal intercourse. Sixty-two per cent of MSM declared being ready to change their practice if informed about the rise in syphilis. This survey revealed important information gaps in PLHIV about syphilis and related behavior. The reported receptiveness of this population to behavioral change may help inform educational interventions.